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Passive voice in the methodology section  

Passive voice is incredibly common in the methodology section. While you do not need to 
completely abandon active voice, do use the passive voice frequently. Note how and when 
researchers in your field use it in the methodology. 

To use the passive voice in the methodology follow this formula:  

was/were + 3rd form (past participle).  

Note that most academic verbs, in particular in the methodology section, are regular. Hence, 
you only need to add -ed to the end of the verb. For a list of irregular academic verbs, go 
here.  

Active voice  Passive voice  

We instructed participants to record dietary 
intake daily over the 24-week intervention  

Participants were instructed to record dietary 
intake daily over the 24-week intervention.  

We compared statistically the estimated 
model parameters of different 
samples were by use of their 95% 
confidence intervals.  

The estimated model parameters of different 
samples were statistically compared by use of 
their 95% confidence intervals.  

I made the calculations using the output 
files from the Microwin2000.  

Calculations were made using the output 
files from the Microwin2000.  

To study the extent of BN dissociation at high 
temperatures and low 
pressures, I performed a heat test using an 
experimental setup.  

To study the extent of BN dissociation at high 
temperatures and low pressures, a heat 
test was performed using an experimental 
setup.  

We collected the scattering intensities at 
different angle.  

The scattering intensities at different 
angles were collected.  

We provided participants with a goal for a 
calorie-restricted diet and given a dietary fat 
goal corresponding to ≤ 25% of calories.  

Participants were provided a goal for a 
calorie-restricted diet and given a dietary fat 
goal corresponding to ≤ 25% of calories.  

I employed three levels of coding (open, 
analytic, and thematic).  

Three levels of coding (open, analytic, and 
thematic) were employed.  
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